5" Sunday of Easter, Cycle A

Acts 6:1-7

Ps 33:22,1-2,4-5,18-19
1 Peter 2:4-9

John 14:1-12

Monday April 21
Acts 14:5-18

Ps 115:1-4,15-16
John 14:1-12

Tuesday April 22
Acts 14:19-28
Ps 145:10-13ab, 21
John 14:27-31a

Wednesday April 23
Acts 15:1-6
Ps 122:1-5
John 15:1-8

Thursday April 24
Acts 15:7-21
Ps 96:1-3, 10
John 15:9-11

Friday April 25
Feast of Saint Mark
1 Peter 5:5b-14
Ps 89:2-3,6-7,16-17
Mark 16:15-20

Saturday April 26
Acts 16:1-10
Ps 100:1b-3, 5
John 15:18-21

Today's Gospel reading
ends with a very astounding
verse: "Whoever believes in
me will do the works | do,
and greater far than these."
What does he mean — how
can we do the same — and
bigger — supernatural mira-
cles than Jesus did?

The answer is found-“7 the
context of the_er re\ch oter,
as Jeans | xp aif j/his | gse
relatf in ni (WAath| hgFa\ ler,
i.e., | Matl 2\ 9oe| fedthe'Fa-
ther| and ) witvw"the Father.
Remcmber, Jesus was (and
still is) both human and di-
vine. We need to look at
these verses with this in
mind. The "works | do"
means what he did with his
humanity for the Father. As
a human, he did very human
works, i.e., the same types
of good deeds that you and |
readily do in appreciation for
the love that God the Father
has for us.

As beloved children, we love
others as he loves them, we
teach what we've learned,

we share what we've been given, we listen to those
who need someone to understand them, we work hard
on the job to our fullest potential, offering a helping
hand when we see a need, etc. There's nothing su-
pernatural about it. It's being who we are, human chil-
dren of a loving Daddy-God.

The "greater" works are what Jesus did in his divinity
with the Father. They are the miracles that the Father
worked through Jesus, because the love of the Father
and the love of the Son are one love.

When Jesus took upon himself the
punishment for our sins and the Fa-
ther raised him from the dead, Jesus
gave us his divinity so that we can

optinul / hs works on earth. Be-

au/ e we've received God's divinity
in our baptisms, the Father extends
himself through us to the world. With
him, we can love the unlovable after
they've pushed us past our limits, we
can be instruments of miracles, we
can hear God speak to us, and we
can share his wisdom and comfort
without knowing what to say. We
can do everything that God asks of
us, despite our inadequacies.

Reflect & Discuss:

1. Make a list of your gifts and tal-
ents. Then reflect on how each
of these are the human works of
Jesus for the world today. How
has the Father also worked
through you supernaturally?

2. Name some of the good works
being done in your parish or
group: How do these reflect the
human nature of Jesus?

3. Name some of the ways that
your parish or group shows the
Father's supernatural nature to
the world.

4. How can we become better able
to do the "greater works" of the
Father?
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