INSPIRATION FOR DAILY LIEE

The Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary:

Celebrating the Grace of God

the early days. Pius IX only drew spe-
cial attention to it because the world's
influences were eroding belief in it, and
something had to be done to stop the
- spread of heresies.

Genesis 3:9-15 & 20
Luke 1:26-38

On December 8", we celebrate the
Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. We celebrate
the awesome miracle that God the
Father granted to one of his daugh-
ters so that she could become the
mother of God the Son. We cele-
brate the all-knowing nature of
God, who planned ahead for |

Mary's participation in salvaticn g r% \ &
history, knowing — before 475 »a - | & A ;
ception — that she would| :h joi ;== —

to say yes.

We celebrate the Holy Spirit, Giver of Life, who
prepared a holy womb for the conception of Je-
sus' human nature by first creating Mary without
the affects of Original Sin. As a new Eve, her
conception was "immaculate" (untainted by
Original Sin), because Jesus, who is fully divine
and perfectly holy, could not live in the womb of
a sinner. Only later, when he had complete con-
trol over his decision as an adult, could he join
himself to the sins of the human race.

We celebrate Mary's motherhood. In Genesis
3:9-15 and 20, Eve becomes the mother of all
the living, but she sins and she passes this sin-
fulness onto all generations. In Luke 1:26-38,
Mary says yes to becoming the mother of the
Savior who would redeem us from sin, and so
she becomes the mother of all the living who are
no longer dying from the effects of sin.

We also celebrate the Church's official pro-
nouncement of Mary's immaculate conception,
which Pope Pius IX made official in 1854. Be-
cause this occurred in recent history, it seems
like an "invention" of Catholicism, but Christians
have understood this dogma and taught it since

The idea that Mary could be con-
ceived without bondage to Original
Sin, and the related idea that Mary
could spend her entire life free of
sin, is not a glorification of her. It's
a glorification of God, who filled
her with grace in order to protect
her in a special way to resist temp-
tation-thiibughout her life. "Let it be
94, ne tg me according to your
~ 'wi d/\ vas not a sudden or tempo-
ran 'le p of faith for her; it was her
life\iong attitude. The power that
enabled her to fulfill this desire
came by grace from the Holy
Spirit.

Grace is a gift, pure gift. Grace is God's
power received as a gift when we need
it regardless of what we do or don't do.
Availing ourselves of God's grace,
however, does depend on us. We can-
not sin and remain in the state of grace.
We cannot sin and remain in God's
good graces.

Through baptism, we all have been
given grace from the Holy Spirit to re-
sist sin. When we sin and sorrowfully
repent, God's mercy restores us to his
grace. When we rely on this grace, we
avoid sin.
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