5" Sunday of Ordinary Time

ood News

Isaiah 6:1-2a,3-8
Ps 138:1-5,7-8

1 Cor 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

Monday Feb. 8

1 Kings 8:1-7,9-13
Ps 132:6-10

Mark 6:53-56

Tuesday Feb. 9

1 Kings 8:22-23,27-30
Ps 84:3-5,10-11

Mark 7:1-13

Wednesday Feb. 10
St. Scholastica

1 Kings 10:1-10

Ps 37:5-6,30-31,39-40
Mark 7:14-23

Thursday Feb. 11

1 Kings 11:4-13

Ps 106:3-4,35-37,40
Mark 7:24-30

Friday Feb. 12

1 Kings 11:29-32,12:19
Ps 81:10-15

Mark 7:31-37

Saturday Feb. 13
Kings12:26-32,13:33-34
Ps 106:6-7,19-22

Mark 8:1-10
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cerns for them.

Very often, the Lord
gives us help even when
we don't ask for it. We §
see this in what he did

e
for Simon Peter, James [ k<

and John in Luke 5:1-11,
when he provided a great |2
catch of fish for them.

What's his motive? Was
he rewarding these fish-
ermen for lendirg] K m
one of th=iMoi s?' D \you
thirik hy \d es gc <|thing ¥ for
you| s/at i rd’

Wel | its="not a reward.
Theére's a bigger picture.

Note the pattern of Christ's
interaction with us as illus-
trated by this Gospel story:

1 First, the fishermen al-
ready know Jesus; they call
him "Master" because he's a
master teacher and they are
his students.

2 Second, Jesus helps them
in an unexpected way.

3 Third, Jesus turns the gift
into a calling.

4 Fourth, the disciples give up everything that could
interfere with answering the call.

Whenever God intervenes in our lives, he does it to
benefit us and others. We belong to a community,
God's family; we are not in relationship with God as
isolated individuals. By connecting ourselves to God in
prayer, in the Eucharist, and in worship, we are con-
necting ourselves to everyone else and to his con-
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Our prayers for help
are never answered
only for our sake.
God always sees a
bigger picture. And
he always cares
about everyone who
is affected by our
need for help.

If it seems like God
isn't responding to
your pleas, it's be-
cause he's working
on a bigger plan.
1¢'$ cc dbrainating how the answer to
Jzar prayers will help others — many
others.

God cares very much about your
personal needs and desires, but he
is turning them into a calling, a min-
istry designed specifically for you.
This means that the moment you
begin asking for help, you are called
by God to share his help with others.

By thinking beyond ourselves while
waiting for our troubles to end, we
find peace and hope and value in
the hardships we endure. This is the
vocation of dalily life.

Reflect & Discuss:

1. What prayer requests are you
still waiting for God to answer?

2. What might God be doing during
this delay that could benefit oth-
ers?

3. Recall a time when God an-
swered one of your prayers.
Identify the four stages of divine
intervention that are mentioned
in this reflection.

© 2010 by Terry Modica = Catholic Digital Resources™: catholicdr.com = Reprinted by license.
To receive Good News Reflections free daily by email, visit Good News Ministries: gnm.org



