3" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah 8:23--9:3
Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14
1Cor1:10-13, 17

Matt 4:12-23

Monday Jan. 28

2 Samuel 5:1-7, 10
Ps 89:20-22, 25-26
Mark 3:22-30

Tuesday Jan. 29

2 Sm 6:12b-15,17-19
Ps 24:7-10

Mark 3:31-35

Wednesday Jan. 30
2 Samuel 7:4-17
Ps 89:4-5, 27-30
Mark 4:1-20

Thursday Jan. 31
2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29
Ps 132:1-5,11-14 (Lk 1:32b)
Mark 4:21-25

Friday Feb. 1

2 Sam 11:1-10a, 13-17
Ps 51:3-7, 10-11

Mark 4:26-34

Saturday Feb. 2
Presentation of the Lord

Malachi 3:1-4

Ps 24:7-10

Heb 2:14-18

Luke 2:22-40

In Matt. 4:12-23, we hear of
the fulfillment of the proph-
ecy given by lIsaiah in the
first reading: Because of Je-
sus Christ, the people you
know who are sitting in
darkness (making neq € fort
to get out—==f | il \ in
induce "\ mi er ), | ¥po \
oversh d w by |the d2-

mons | 1 sp ity \l | 2zin and
destrul lion/ >whose stub-
bornness is causing you

great anguish, have seen
the light that will heal them.

Through your prayers and
faithful love, Jesus has been
revealed to them. Even as
they fight against this truth
and hide from him, the great
light of Christ cannot be
turned off. Soon or eventu-
ally this will cause abundant
joy and great rejoicing, not
only for you, but for those
who are being rescued.

Elsewhere (Luke 12:49-50),
Jesus shares his feelings
about the people in dark-
ness: "How great is my an-
guish untl it is accom-
plished!" He knows your an-

guish and feels the same way you do, but more deeply
and fervently. So be assured that he is doing more
than you know, even more than you can imagine, to
accomplish the victory for which you've been praying.
He obtained it on the cross 2000 years ago, and now
he is doing everything possible — as well as the im-
possible — to bring it to fulfillment.

Pray that Divine Providence will use the bad conse-
guences of their stubborn rebellion to draw them to
himself. Pray that God will use any person, even way-

w; (d<zompanions, as instruments to
oring them into his light. Pray that
God will work in his way, not in a
way that you choose, to dissolve
their spiritual rebellion. Pray that af-
ter their conversion they will spread
the light of Christ powerfully. And
pray that their conversion will be
deep, definite and permanent.

We don't pray in to change God's
mind; he's already working to bring
the light of Christ to people who are
in darkness. We pray to place them
into his arms, since they're not ask-
ing for this themselves.

Reflect & Discuss:

t Write a list of people who are liv-
ing in darkness. Do you trust in the
power of Christ's great light and the
victory he has already obtained?

t Make a commitment to feel
Christ's anguish more keenly; use
this pain to energize you into daily
prayer on behalf of darkened souls.

t Think of those who are living in
darkness. Get a large candle and
scratch their names into it. Light the
candle and bind yourselves together
in prayer for these loved ones and
agree to continue to support each
other in prayer for as long as neces-
sary. Light this candle at all of your
community meetings.
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