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10th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 
As you listen to this Sun-
day's Gospel passage, con-
sider how all of us are called 
to be like Jesus by reaching 
out to those whom others 
have rejected.  
 
Who are the mar-
ginalized and ne-
glected in your par-
ish? Who are unin-
volved because no 
one's invited them?  
 
Which people at 
work ask for your 
prayers and show 
an interest in God 
but don't go to 
church because 
they feel outcast? 
 
Which ones never get invited 
into social groupings at par-
ish events because they are 
too different or too sinful or 
too this or too that? 
 
These are the Matthews 
around us.  
 
Matthew followed Jesus af-
ter he was invited. Would he 

have joined the group of disciples who encircled Jesus 
if no one had reached out to him? Probably not, be-
cause as a Jew who collected taxes for the enemy, he 
was despised as lower than the lowest scum.  
 
Often, the people we know who are not showing up at 
Mass or other parish functions are absent because 
they feel like they don't belong and no one has invited 
them. Even if it takes more than a few tries to convince 
them that they will be welcomed, we should never 
judge anyone as unworthy of our repeated attempts. 
 

 
 
 
Evangelization is most effective 
when we walk with others, forming 
compassionate relationships with 
them. This doesn't mean that we 
have to make these people our close 

and frequent 
companions, but 
remember that 
Matthew ended 
up as one of the 
inner twelve who 
helped lead the 
growth of the 
early Church. 
Your invitations 
could have uni-
maginable im-
pacts on a scale 
that you cannot 
foresee!   
 

 
Reflect & Discuss: 

1. Have you ever felt like a Mat-
thew?  

2. Who's invited you to experience 
more of Christ's love? 

3. Who are the Matthews in your 
life? What are you doing about 
them? 

4. How has God taught you to 
reach out to those whom others 
reject?  

5. What difference did you make 
when you went out of your way 
to befriend someone or to talk 
about Jesus to someone who 
didn't fit the mold of normal 
church life? 

Hos 6:3-6 
Ps 50:(23b)1,8,12-15 

Rom 4:18-25 
Matt 9:9-13  

 
Monday June 9 

1 Kings 17:1-6 
Ps 121:1bc-8 

Matt 5:1-12 
 

Tuesday June 10 
1 Kings 17:7-16 

Ps 4:2-5, 7-8 
Matt 5:13-16 

 
Wednesday June 11 

St. Barnabas, Apostle 
Acts 11:21b-26; 12:1-3 

Ps 98:1-6 
Matt 5:17-19 

 
Thursday June 12 

1 Kings 18:41-46 
Ps 65:(2a)10-13 

Matt 5:20-26 
 

Friday June 13 
1 Kings 19:9a, 11-16 

Ps 27:7-9,13-14 
Matt 5:27-32 

 
Saturday June 14 

1 Kings 19:19-21 
Ps 16:1b-2a,5,7-10 

Matt 5:33-37 


