4™ Sunday of Lent, Cycle A

1Sm 16:1b,6-7,10-13a
Psalm 23:1-6
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

Monday Mar. 3
Isaiah 65:17-21

Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13
John 4:43-54

Tuesday Mar. 4
Ezek 47:1-9, 12
Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9
John 5:1-3, 5-16

Wednesday Mar. 5
Isaiah 49:8-15

Ps 145:8-9,13-14,17-18
John 5:17-30

Thursday Mar. 6
Exodus 32:7-14
Ps 106:19-23
John 5:31-47

Friday Mar. 7
Wisdom 2:1,12-22
Ps 34:17-21, 23
John 7:1-2,10,25-30

Saturday Mar. 8
Jeremiah 11:18-20
Ps 7:2-3, 9-10, 11-12
John 7:40-53

Next, as the Pharisees treated him more roughly and
raised the possibility of expelling him from the syna-
gogue if he claimed that Jesus was the Christ, he had
to wonder if what they feared might be true. Their rea-
sons for hating Jesus became the eye-openers that
cured his spiritual blindness.

Lastly, Jesus sought him out again, this time to minis-
ter to him in response to the mistreatment he had suf-
fered from the Pharisees. In this act of caring, the man
could see who Jesus really was. Conversion — the
purification of our spiritual vision — takes place in the

Conversion to Christ is a
process. The blind man in
the Gospel reading exempli-
fies this journey into faith.
Notice that he did not go to
Jesus. Jesus came to him.
The man responded by wait-
ing to find out what would
happen and then by obgin
Jesus.

Conversion
sus seeks
make oursg res available to
his touch. He then opens our 1.
eyes to the truth, but we
don't immediately under-
stand.

Reflect & Discuss:

In the first reading, God makes it
clear that he sees what we can-
not see when we're focused on
external evidence. Think of a
time when you looked deeper or
beyond the obvious. How did
that change you?

When the man’s neighbors
asked about his cure, he did

not yet understand who Je-

sus was; he thought of him 2.
as just a man. Then, under
the pressure of listening to
the Pharisees argue about
who Jesus was, he had to
give it more thought. He con-
cluded that Jesus must be a
prophet, which for the Jews
was a highly esteemed, holy
vocation.

In Ephesians 5, we read that we
have become light in the Lord.
Name some of the good fruits
that come from the ability to see
what Jesus is doing in your life.

3. The Gospel reading illustrates
that those who think they can
see the truth very often are blind,
and those who acknowledge
their blindness become able to
see clearly. Why does this hap-
pen? Has it happened to you?

Question for the Journey:

T Think of an area of your life where
there is confusion from a lack of un-
derstanding. Perhaps you're having
a hard time seeing the good in
someone. Maybe you're worried
about the future. What will you do
this week that will help you see it
from God'’s perspective?
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