Easter Sunday, Cycle A

Acts 10:34a, 37-43

Ps 118:1-2,16-17,22-23
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8
John 20:1-9

Monday Mar. 24
Acts 2:14, 22-32
Ps 16:1-2,5,7-8,9-10,11
Matthew 28:8-15

Tuesday Mar. 25
Acts 2:36-41

Ps 33:4-5,18-19,20,22
John 20:11-18

Wednesday Mar. 26
Acts 3:1 LC

Ps 105:1-4,| ¢
Luke 24:13 35

Thursday Mar#27
Acts 3:11-26

Ps 8:2,5-9

Luke 24:35-48

Friday Mar. 28
Acts 4:1-12

Ps 118:1-2,4,22-27
John 21:1-14

Saturday Mar. 29
Acts 4:13-21

Ps 118:1,14-21
Mark 16:9-15
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Je us has h iped you? Or
I\ y u/hesitate because
lov~t*yet understand how the
deaths in your life have been
resurrected into new life,
how the tragedies and other
difficulties have led you into
triumphs and great bless-
ings?

This was the mental state of
the disciples on the first
Easter morning, as depicted
in the Gospel of John.

The attitude of Peter in the
reading from Acts is quite a
contrast! The disciples now

know their calling: They were commissioned to testify
and to teach that Jesus is the Savior, and they fully

embraced this vocation.

To “testify” means to share the truth based on your
own experiences. Peter specifically proclaimed that
everyone who believes in Jesus receives forgiveness
of sins. Of course! Peter knew first-hand what it's like
to need and then receive God's forgiveness.

We will not understand how our sufferings lead us to
new life until we start talking about it. The first inklings

of insight awaken when we discuss it
within our close, holy friendships,
like Mary of Magdala did when she
ran to Peter and John after discover-
ing the empty tomb. They, in turn,
told the other disciples. It was while
they were together, in community,
that Jesus appeared and revealed
his resurrection to them. Later, with
the help of the Holy Spirit, they
evangelized the world by sharing
their experiences with anyone willing
(o Jiisten.

Yeflect & Discuss:

L. The empty tomb doesn’t imme-
diately make sense. What has
been confusing to you during
your faith journey? What has
caused you to feel empty and
frightened? Where might Jesus
be in this?

2. How have your own experiences
of being forgiven enabled you to
feel more compassionate toward
others? Does that change the
way you talk to them about God
and church and other spiritual or
moral issues?

3. What is the biggest change that
Jesus has brought into your life?
What were you like before this
change? How did God inter-
vene? What were the results?
This is your testimony. Practice
sharing it by telling the story to
your small Christian community.

Question for the Journey:

t Name one person who could
benefit from hearing about your faith
experiences. What will you do to
share your testimony with him or
her?
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