Pentecost Sunday

Acts 2:1-11

Ps 104:1,24,29-31,34
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13
John 20:19-23

Monday May 12

James 1:1-11

Ps 119:67-68,71-72,75-77a
Mark 8:11-13

Tuesday May 13
Acts 20:17-27

Ps 68:10-11, 20-21
John 17:1-11a

Wednesday May 14
Feast of St. Matthias

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26

Ps 113:1-8

John 15:9-17

Thursday May 15
James 2:1-9
Ps 34:2-7
Mark 8:27-33

Friday May 16
James 2:14-24, 26
Ps 112:1-6

Mark 8:34--9:1

Saturday May 17
James 3:1-10

Ps 12:2-5, 7-8
Mark 9:2-13

"Lord, send out
your Spirit, and re-
new the face of the
earth." This is our

prayer in the re-
sponsorial  Psalm
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ey st. W >live in the

age of the Holy

Spirit. Without the

power and presence of the
Spirit of Christ, Christianity
would have been unable to
change the world and sus-
tain itself for 2000 vyears.
Without the Spirit of Christ,
we Christians would be un-
able to do what Christ did.

Pentecost Sunday re-lives
the birthday of the Church,
and as it does, it also re-
lives our spiritual birthdays,
i.e., our initiations as mem-
bers of the Church. It's a
community-wide celebration
of the impact that our bap-
tisms have had on our lives
and it's a reaffirmation of the
Sacrament of Confirmation

when the bishop confirmed that we truly received the
Holy Spirit during our baptism.

Pentecost reminds us that through these sacraments
we received God's power and presence so that we can
overcome sin, live in holiness, and change the world

around us.

How does God "renew the face of the earth"? Through
us! First, God the Father gave the Holy Spirit to Jesus
so that he could successfully fulfill his calling on earth.

Now, the Father
has given his
Spirit to us, so
that we can con-
tinue the work of
renewal that Je-
sus began.

If you feel inade-
guate for any holy
task or any right-
ing of a wrong or
any victory over
sin and unhealthi-
ness, you're cor-
rect: You are in-

adequate. But the Spirit of God who
dwells in you is more than adequate.
Proceed forward trusting in this part-
nership!

Reflect & Discuss:

1. Are you making a difference on

the earth because of the Holy
Spirit living in you and working
through you? What is the Holy
Spirit doing — or wanting to do
— through you? Make a list an-
swering this, beginning with your
home life, then your job, then
your parish, then your recrea-
tional activities, in that order of
priority.

How did you first discover that
the Holy Spirit was making a dif-
ference in the lives of others
through you?

Describe a recent time when
God partnered with you.

How do feel about the Spirit re-
newing the world through you?
What are your hopes and
dreams for this?
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