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In this Gospel reading, 
we hear Jesus say that the day will come when 
not one stone of the temple will be left mortared 
to another, because it will all be torn down. He's 
reminding us that everything here on earth is 
temporary. 
 
What do you enjoy here on this earth? It's tem-
porary. What causes you to suffer? It's tempo-
rary. What of this world do you depend on? It's 
temporary. What do you admire, trust, save, 
hope for, plan for, spend working hours to 
achieve, and spend relaxation hours as a re-
ward? It's all temporary — unless we are using it 
for the Kingdom of God.  
 
We know that we're supposed to focus on the 
things of God, things that will last for all of eter-
nity, but we don't like the blind faith that this re-
quires. We are like the disciples who looked for 
God's vindication against injustices and immoral-
ity in the temporal world: wars and insurrections, 
earthquakes, plagues and famines. We wish that 
Jesus would hurry up with his Second Coming 
and stop all the evils and hardships. 
 
In our daily lives, we seek God's help, but we 
look for something concrete upon which to base 
our faith. We want to know the future; we don't 
like the insecurity of not knowing what God has 
planned. We want to depend on what we see, 
rather than depend on God whom we cannot 
see, so we ask God to give us signs. 
 
However, the best way to walk forward on our 
journeys with God is to raise one foot in air, pre-
paring to take the next step, and — while that 
foot is still in the air — ask God: "Where do You 
want me to place my foot next?"  

 
To solely live in and rely on the king-
dom of God, we have to lift up our foot 
and wait. This takes balance; if we don't 
remain centered in God, we teeter and 
fall. If God doesn't show us immediately 
where to put our foot down to move 
forward, we fall and die — we either fall 
away or we fall into his hand (which is 
already holding us up whether we real-
ize it or not) and then we die to our-
selves, i.e., to our own desires and 
ideas of where we should go next.  
 
God's hand is never temporary! God's 
hand is the kingdom that lasts forever. 
And of course, God's hand provides 
true security based only on his endless, 
all-powerful, all-knowing love. It doesn't 
always feel that way, but his love and 
protection never fail. 
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†  What help from God are you cur-
rently waiting for? What wars and insur-
rections are plaguing your life? Do you 
realize that your problem temporary or 
do you fear that it's permanent?  
 
†  What will you do this week to entrust 
yourself to the wisdom and guidance of 
Jesus? 
 
†  When waiting for God's guidance, 
how do you stay centered on God? 
How do you find and hold your balance 
while you've got one foot wavering in 
the air.  
 
† What if you were to put your foot 
down in the wrong place and move in 
the wrong direction? Does God protect 
you then? How? 
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