Christ. When we understand the glory
of giving to others, of making personal

In this Gospel reading, one
of the criminals hanging
next to Jesus on the cross
represents us. Jesus is our
king and we want to spend
eternity with him in his king o .| <lon | a5 we
have this attitude, there is| 10 re 1s 1 ) =Goubt
that when we die we will joir] Jesu_4n Paradise.

As the king of heaven, Jesus has the right and
the authority to choose who is allowed into his
kingdom. And as this Good Friday thief shows
us, Jesus says, "Yes, come in, welcome!" to
anyone who recognizes his authority.

Let's look at what the authority of Jesus is like.
At the Last Supper, when he washed the feet of
his disciples, he made it clear that the heavenly
king exerts his authority by serving those who
belong to his kingdom.

The next day, he took a crown of thorns instead
of a crown of gold and gems, because the glory
of his kingship is not represented by earthly
treasures but by riches that are given to others,
the personal sacrifices that are motivated by
love, even for those who don't deserve it.

After his resurrection, although he'd been healed
from the destruction of death, his five crucifixion
wounds were not healed. To this day, he still
bears those wounds as a continual reminder that
he does not use his authority for his own benefit,
but for ours. Earthly kings wear expensive rings
on their hands; our heavenly king wears the
marks of sacrifice.

We know that we belong to God's kingdom be-
cause of how lovingly we serve others with

sacrifices, and of loving those who
don't deserve our love, we are in
God's kingdom.

When we offer to Jesus our suffer-
ings because we realize that they
have value, we wear the five
wounds of, Jesus in our souls, and
we-afy in /5od's kingdom.

Of \ 'ou 5e we will join Jesus in
Pare dis\! — we have already united
Jurselves to him!

t Reflect on a time when you submit-
ted yourself to Christ's authority by
obeying a difficult teaching of the
Church or by doing something Christ-
like that you didn't want to do. Did you
feel loved by God? Did you feel served
by God? What will you do to become
more aware of his service to you?

t What are you holding onto today that
does not belong to his kingdom?

t What will you do this week to allow
Jesus to be your king in every area of
your life?

t Name some of the ways that Jesus
serves us. Does he do it more often
one-on-one with you or through the
people of his kingdom?

t When you serve others, how is this a
recognition of the kingship and author-
ity of Christ?




