In Luke 17:11-19, why do
nine out of ten healed lepers
not return to Jesus to thank
him?

Maybe they had run off to

tell their families and friends

about the miracle. Perhaps

they were busy trying t

convince their families an

friends that they really ha

been healed and were nox.

safe to be around. Or maybe

they were preoccupied get-

ting jobs to support themselves, now that they
could no longer live in the charity-funded leper
colony.

All good and valid reasons.

What was different about the Samaritan leper,
the one who did return?

The difference was in his spirit. His faith in Jesus
saved not only his body but also his spirit. He
appreciated the healer, not just the healing. He
didn't seek help from the Lord only for his own
sake; he went to him for God's sake. He had
something he could give to Jesus — his appre-
ciation, his praise, his worship — and he wanted
to give it.

When we go to Mass, do we go only for our own
sakes? Or do we also go for God's sake?

When we pray for our needs, do we do it for
God's sake?

When we accomplish a goal or ad-
vance in our spirituality, do we do it for
God's sake?

We all have something that
God cannot give to himself:
our praise and our worship.
Please don't ever underes-
timate the value of these
important gifts!

t/ What was the most re-
ent prayer that God an-
swered for you? Look
around and notice what he
is doing for you today.
Have you been too busy to
kneel at the feet of Jesus
and thank him? When was
the last time you praised
him while still waiting for his
help?

t Describe your favorite method of
thanking Jesus.

t What are other ways that people
show their gratitude for the Lord's help?

t What's the evidence God truly ap-
preciates this type of worship?




