Sowing the Right Seeds
Prepare: Read Matt. 13:18-23

We usually look at Matt.
13:18-23 and ask ourselves:
"Which type of soil am I?"
This time, let's put our feet
into the sandals of the sower
and ask: "What kind of
seeds am I sowing? And am
I sowing them in the right
places?"
A good farmer knows his environment. He researches and studies the soil, the climate, and
even the past use of the land. He learns what
will grow best in the location where he farms. He
pays attention to his own wisdom, i.e., which
types of crops he understands the most. And he
doesn't try to grow other crops.
What seeds of God's kingdom do you already
have that you can offer in the environment
where you live and work and recreate?
Don't try to produce the fruits that others are
good at growing, even though you enjoy their
flavor. Don't envy others for what they can grow.
Instead, study your own farm: What experiences
have you gained that can serve the needs of
others? Sow those seeds. What lessons have
you learned the hard way that could benefit people who are now in similar situations? Sow those
seeds. What talents are natural for you? Sow
those seeds. What wisdom have you gained in
your spiritual growth? Those are wonderful
seeds!
A good farmer knows not to waste seeds by
tossing them onto the road or over the rocks or
among briers and weeds. Don't sow the seeds of
your life's experiences at those who aren't yet
ready to learn from their own hardships; that
would be sowing your seeds onto the road.

Don't sow your talents into rocky places
where your gifts will have no lasting
value. Instead, consider how they can
be used to help your Church community; that's where to find fertile soil.
And when someone asks for
your insights and wisdom
because they recognize that
you have faith, look for evidence that they really want to
use your advice. If they're not
sincere, don't keep trying to
help them; that would be
sowing the seeds in briers. Reserve your seeds for those who show a
sincere and humble desire to improve.
Remember, seeds are little. They might
look too small to be worthwhile. Don't
be fooled by that. You know the potential that's within every seed, especially
when God provides the nourishing rain.
You have many valuable seeds to
spread around! Sown in the right
places, God will grow an amazing crop
from them. Eventually, you will see
many delightful fruits come from your
tiny offerings — although in many
cases, you'll have to wait until heaven
to find out how huge of a difference
you've made. Never be discouraged by
a lack of seeing evidence now. Keep
sowing!
Note:
For help figuring out which talents God has
given to you for sowing and how he wants
you to sow them, download the e-book
"Knowing God's Will and Doing It Well"
from:
www.catholicdr.com/ebooks/GodsWill.htm.
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